Wood Street Galleries takes ‘Naked’

By Kurt Shaw
FOR THE TRIBURE REVEW

Since his humble beginnings of
carving into cave walls, man has
endeavored to depled his own
human form, Naked human forms
in art can be traced as far back as
the *Vanus of Willeadarf” — a
female fertility fgurine from about
25,000 b 30,00 BLC

[ the exhible “Maked,” on view
at Wood Strect Galleries through
Oct. 20, the human form s repre-
sented yet agaln, but this time
through contemporary video, pho-
tography and performance

In the second- and third-Aoor
galleries, “MNaked" feaiures the
work of Tina Barney, Anton
Corbijn, Zhang Huan, Ma Liuming,
Jaan Toomik, Spencer Tunick,
Bruee Weber and Manabu
Yamanaks

All of the pieces in the show take
the form of elther photography or
video and use the unclothed
human bady as a central motif,
They reflect a current trend In con
temparacy art in which the body Ls
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"The politleal consequences of
him doing this are quite severe,”
Horne says.

“First, he's neither male or
female, secondly he's naked,
thirdly he's doing something which
is almost sacrilegious (in regards
o) walking the Great Wall of China
im this stafe, I think [t's mther
herolc myself”

Another video piece, *Father
and Son," is by Estonian artist
Jaan Toomik. In this polgnant
work, Teomik awkwardly shates
naked on an ice-covered sea while
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‘Naked: The Naked Body in Contemporary
Video, Photography and Performance'

P 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Tuesdays
and Wednesdays: 11 aum. 1o
T p.m. Thursdays through
Saturdays, Through Oct. 20,
F Wood Street Galleries,
601 Waod 5t abave the

‘The Body in Context'

B An exhibit seminar featuring
Zhang Huan, perdormance
artist, and including the foliow-
ing panelists: moderatar Dr,
Hathy Linduff, prafessor of his-
tory of art and architectura,

- University of Pilksburgh: Dr,
Sheldon Lu, associate profes-
sor of East Asian languages
and literature, University of

largely stripped of all sexual con
notations and used in context of
other forms of expression,

"It occurred to me that there |5 a

Wood Sireel “T" Station,
Dawnktown.

® Free; children younger than 18
are nat permitted unfess
accompanied by an adult,

B [813] 471-5605.

Pittsburgh; Or. Ann Sulharand
Harris, professor of art history,
University of Pittsburgh; Dr.
Joseph Alter, associate profes-
sor of anthropolagy, University
of Pittsburgh.

* 3 p.m. Oct, 20. ;

B Free; chiidren yaunger than 18
arg not pamuitied unlass
accompanied Ly an adult.

lot of nakedness in contemporary
art," savs Murray Horne, cucator
for Wood Street Galleries. “Right
now, a lot of artists are Invalved

Greensburg native Bruce Weber pays homage
to Greek art with his images of the Carlson

Twins of Minneapolis who were most recently
featured in the Summer 2001 Abercrombie &

Fitch Quarterly.

accompanied by audio of his
10-year-old son singing plainsong.
The contrast between the voung
bay's volce and his father’s falter-
ing Mgure seems (o reverss their
roles.

“It"s about lifecycle,” says Horne,

"represented through the Inno-

cence of the son and the clumsy, .

inability of the father.”

Greensburg native Bruce Weber
pays homage fo Greek art with his
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Photographs of Naomi Camphbel (left) and Chiistie Turdington are included in
the exhibit “Naked,” on desplay at Wood Street Galleries, Downiown,

with the naked body, and it"s not 5o
much painting and sculpture — it's
mare about video, photography
and performance,”

For Zhang Huan, the human
body carries specific, and often
very different cultural meanings.
In videos of three performances —
"My America,” "My Australia”

images of the Carlson Twins of
Minneapolis who were most
recently featured in the Summer
2001 Abercrombibe & Fitch Quar-
terly. Weber's striking black-and-
white photographs recall the rever-
ence once bestowed on the naked
male form by ancient eivilizations,

In stark contrast to Weber's
comment on SCiEly's ideal of
the human form, Japanese artist
Manabu Yamanaka questions
the Wostern view of physieal
beauty and repulsiveness with
photographs of naked 90-plus-year-
old women,

and "Dream of the Dragon” — he
examines the ritwal of spiritual lsm
and its decay In Western civiliza-
tiom,

In“My America,” a video ol a
performance piece originally exe-
cuted at the Seattle Aslan Museum
in 1999, Zhang assumes the role of
shaman. In the plece, he leads 50

Also pushing extremes wiih the
naked human form In relationship
to saciety Is the work of Spencer
Tunick. Both evocative and apoc-
ryphal, Tunlek's large photogiaphs
are of dlaborately staped events
invalving several hundred naked
individuals in various prostrate
pasitions on the strests of Now
York.

Accompanying the photographs
is “Social Static,” a video collabo-
ration between Tunick and Chris
Habib with original music by
Sonie Youth, The video follows
the staging of one of Tunlcks

look at contemporary art

unclothed Americans in a choreo-
graphed ceremony Inbertwined
with references to Buddhisin,
Islam and Christianity, A comment
about the lack of spirituality in
America, the piece culminates
with Zhang being pelied with
loaves of bread by the participants.

“"He does a lot of historical
ressarch on the couniries
invalved,” Horne says. "His perfor
mance pleces are very controlled
events, there’s nothing random
about his decision making at all."

Ma Liuming exerclises similar
control in his video plece *Walks
the Great Wall." In the piece,
ritualistic culture takes on signifi-
cance, ¢xcepl rom an Eastern
perspeciive,

Unelothed, the longhaired Lium-
Ing is depicted from the back as he
slowly walks the Great Wall of
China with nothing more than
makeup on his fice, 80 as to appear
androgynous, It 1s an act of defl.
ance that is considered illegal and
immoral and was once punishable
by death,
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phiotegraphie evenls, Shot In
grainy black and white, it hear-
kens 1o 60 protest events and, at
the same time, reveals Tunick's
wark (o have soclal eommen-
taries similar to those of that
{ime.

“There are freedom of expres-
sion issues in the fact that these
people can lake over the cliy for a
period of time and do an artistic
event,” Horne says, “And if it
wasn't fior the artistic event, then
these people wouldn't be doing it
Artists have license, and [ like
that.”



