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THINGS TO DO

WHEELS

Hundreds of matorcveles will again
gather at The Home Depot in Cran-
berry tomiormow for the anneal Bide
for Bids, which ralses money to figh
brain tumods in children. Begistration
rutis froan 7 1o 8245 a.m., and then (he
motorcycles go on a pollee-escorted
pide. Riders pledge at least $35 1o
participate in the day, which includes
prizes, food and other fun. Informa-
o Allen Hughes at 1-800-253-6530 o
Bill Henze wl 1844251527,

A gatlery full of colorful, mechanized umbrellas are the performérs in & sound work, “Ecole d

avialion™ ["Flying School”™), by

KIDS

Kenmywod's open, The West
BN smisemeent park slars
its season sbay with a new afb-
teiectbon. Garfield’s Nightmire
This cartoeon cal takes Oy esk
denee in the foemer O30 &L I
VOul mmilss II}LL'IJ- w OPEInE, WOl
won't have another chanoe
uniil next weekend. The park
begins daily operations Moy
14, Information: 412-460-0500 or
W ey wiodl con

. ARCHITECTURE

Ty

Canadian artist Diane Landry. They appear in the exhibition “hi-tech/lo-tech {sight + sound from Quebec)”™ at Wood Stresl

Gallenes, Downtown

ART REVIEW

Dreams not as simple as they seem

By Mary Thomas
Piltsnurgh Pest Gasetie

To step into a dream during
daylight hours, visit “hi-tech/
ladech isight + soumnd (rom
Wuebec)” at Wood Street Galler-
jes. Diowntown. You have your
choice of four.

Diane Landry's  “Ecole
daviation™ (“Flving School™)
is a place of surreal beauty. In
a darkened gallery, a bevy af
codorful, mechanized umbrellas
softly apen and close as they're
randomly it from below,

The slight flutter they give,
ihe plaintlT accondion-like slgh
emitted by the bellows at their
bases and the shilfting shadows
thiEy cast wpon the celllng create
a mesmerizing atmosphers of
reflection and memary

In the adpoent gallery.
sprawling “Species: But™ by
Jean-Pierre Gauthier is lght,
airy and invitlng. A fanciful
found-obdect construction with
i Rube Goldberg gquality, it's
activated when mod bon detectors
gonse someane walking between
the dips and leops of s alumi
niuim fube framing

Sounds such as thiat of a mewal
sirip lapping a turming glass
battle are pcked up by small mi
crophones and relayed to speak-
ars, which in turn msy ciise an

adjacent object — a galvanized
tin buacket for example — to
emit its own rumble.  As more
spurces join in, a clamor §s cre-
ated bafore the sound drops off
level by level, much in the way
it happens in the frog ponds that
ingpired Gauthier, though in an
opposite order of volume.

The messy janiforial cart of
Gauthier's “Le grand menage”
(“The grand housekeeping”),
a component of a larger instal-
lathon exhibited in 2000, could
aalivize compulsivensss  or
symbolize dissolution of duty. Or
maybe, with its twirling brush
and pozing soap bubblbes, it's just
having fun

“Ondulation.” a contempla:
tion-inducing work by Flumbing
fior beginners that they describe
ns “a composition for wabor,
sound and light” is a remark
able conceil. Occupying most
of thie gallery is a low rectangu-
lar waerdilled structure, the
stirface of which changes from
sorenie and glassy to rippling or
agitated In response to sound
wiaves fed Into the réservolr

Lagers and theater lighting
shine across the water’s surface
and are reflectad upon the room’s
watlls in patterns thit cormespond
to the tones emitted. The sound
becomes not only visible, bt
magical, s ethereal mounlains

of light rise and then dissipate
in rapldly moving mistlike Dows
that resemble Dguid nitrogen
sireaming across a foor

Plumbing fior beginners 15 a
collaboration between Finnish
artist Mikko Hynninen and [The
User], the group that presented
“Symphony for dot malrix print:
ers” al Wood Street and, more
recently. brought the Silophome
profect 1o SPACE gallery,

Each of these artworks cons-
bine commonplace materials
with sophizticated computer pro-
gramming, hence the title of the
exhibition. The show is mart of
The Pittsburgh Culiwral Trust's
Quehes Festival, complementing
o soason of significant program-
ming that s energioed Downtown
and introduced new wavs of ex
perencing and thinking.

The  exhibition  conbinkes
through May 15 af 601 Wood 5S¢,
Dotwritorrn,  Howrs are 11 a.m
o & port. Tuesdays and Wednes-
days, 11 o, fo 7 g, Thirsdays
ehrodgh Saturdays, For informa-
flaer, ol 412-471- 30,

Cloud Harp

“The Cloud Harp" by Cani-
dian artist Nicolas Heeves, a
“metec-miksical” installation
that responds 1o passing chouds,
Tis been getting o workout since
its Aprilarrival. Part of the Gle-

bec Festival, it's at the corner
or Ponn Avenue and Seventh
Streel, Dosvntown, through June
13, Tip: For the best experience,
walk around back, away from
streol mpotse. and check ot duar
ing different weathier conditions,

SPACE curator

Sharmila Vinkatasubban has
b maml the Gesistant cura-
tof of the e Pitsburgh Cul
ral Trust gallery, SPACE, at
B12 Liberty Aventie, Downlown
She'll work with Wood Strest
Galleries curatar Murray Horne
to A ine cx hibivions, A native
of Florlida, Venkatasubban has
by arts edditor for In Pittsburgh
and Piiesburgh Cliy Paper and s
completing o master’s degree in
culturil stosbies a Caurmegia Mal
Jow Lniviersily

The Ties That Bind"

Al 1 pm elay at the Piits-
burgh Center for the Arts
Shadyside, artists Mary Weldner
(exhibiting), Tina Brewer, Cone
fle Merriman and Ji0 MacKay
will give shide-illustrated (alks
an Uhe theme of funily dynamics
iy thedr work (Nred; 412361 -0873%

Post-Crpzette art oritie Mary
Thomas aoen  be  mached o
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